
Parks and Natural Resources –Meeting Notes
December 15, 2011, 1:00-3:00 p.m., 
Theodore Wirth Chalet
1301 Theodore Wirth Parkway
Golden Valley, MN 55422

1. Introductions: Attendance: Michelle Snider, Chuck Stifter, Jeff Evenson, Lenny Schmitz, Tom Schuster, Ken Grieshaber, Andrea Weber
2. Review of Past meeting
a. MRPA Annual Conference Call for Proposals The MRPA Annual Conference Committee 2012 has been working hard to bring you education sessions that will address current topics and trends with highly informative, relevant and dynamic speakers. Andrea will submit a few suggestions to the committee.

3. Section meeting and goals for our section
a. Collaborative educational planning- We discussed planning a Natural Resource workshop or other educational activity. MRPA Sections are using a coordinated education calendar to balance out educational offerings. 
The Nat Resources Workshop has been asked about. Many operations/maintenance staff participated. They also get training at the MN Green Expo, and Shade Tree Short Course. The tree inspector educational offerings may be cut, so this could be an opportunity to develop some programming for the workshop which will meet their needs for continuing education. Additional section members and connection to the DNR helped the early workshops. We should look into developing connections in our section there and at 3 Rivers (Judy).
We developed a summer and winter list of topic
Summer:
· Storm water treatment systems (requirements and fees are increasing)
· Raingardens-how to maintain them?
· Permeable pavements-local case studies (MPRB Edgewater, Wabun and N Mississippi, Lake Calhoun, also city of Maplewood??? large street reconstruction using permeable concrete-confirm location
· Gardens and flowers- how to provide and maintain them
· Community gardens-local food/urban Ag
· Green Step certification for cities
Winter:
· Trials in winter
· Snowmaking
· Establishing trails
· Winter maintenance
· Refrigerated ice (Roseville, St. Paul)
· Tubing/sledding
· X-C skiing, trail grooming (Ramsey Co- Tidd Tech, Komatsu (snowmobile) and Piston Bully
For the winter topics, we could do a classroom type/roundtable discussion in late summer/fall an then do a follow up in the field tour and Q and A in the winter snowmaking/grooming season.
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Annual Session- Committee is looking for Ideas, Andrea will send some based on out list.
4. Upcoming events-Seminars of interest:
a. Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon: Thursday, January 12 at Edinburgh USA in Brooklyn Park. The MRPA Annual General Meeting begins at 10:30 a.m. The Awards Luncheon will then follow the meeting. The Meritorious Service Award nominee for the PNR Section: Patricia Freeman was recommended for all of her work during the annual conference.
b. THE FUTURE OF PARKS AND RECREATION 2015
MRPA will host the upcoming seminar, The Future of Parks and Recreation 2015. The seminar will include information about today's 'new normal,' its critical trends, and how to create action plans to ensure a viable future for parks and recreation. Trends expert Ellen O' Sullivan will share her insights on how to prepare for our future. Join us for this seminar. Tuesday, January 24, 1 to 4 p.m., The Rec Center, Saint Louis Park.
c. Next Meeting: The group prefers the 2nd Tuesday afternoon. Lenny will work on a schedule. Next meeting in January, 12 possibly at Maple Grove.



